ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PERCEPTIONS AMONG CLINICIANS AND ADMINISTRATORS CARING FOR MIGRANTS

Last year Migrant Clinicians Network (MCN) conducted a needs assessment among clinicians and clinic administrators working with migrant farmworkers to seek information about the most important environmental and occupational health (EOH) problems, and EOH training needs.  There were 164 responses to the survey.  According to the clinicians the top four EOH problems facing farmworkers were: pesticides (59%); water/sanitation and related conditions (45%); accidents & injuries (21%); and musculoskelatal-ergonomics problems (21%).  The clinicians’ perception of the problems largely reflected their training priorities.  The training needs were as follows: pesticides (59%); water/sanitation conditions (34%); lead poisoning (19%); and skin/eye problems (14%).  Although respondents have used many types of educational media (such as audio/video tape, internet; live broadcasts, and CD Roms) they prefer live, in person workshops on specific topics or on multiple subjects.

The most disturbing finding was that 83% of the respondents said they had had either one or zero training courses pertaining to EOH.  However, they had had some success in obtaining resources from local health departments, university and agricultural extension services, EPA, and nonprofit groups (such as MCN).

This presentation will summarize the findings of the assessment and discuss the implications for clinician training and outreach as well as farmworker education on these issues.  Clinician training is still deeply needed to begin raising the index of suspicion regarding patient exposure to pesticides and other environmental health risks.  Moreover, clinicians need more and better access to basic tools such as patient educational materials, written reference materials and consulting clinicians with expertise in environmental and occupational health.
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